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T H E  C H U R C H ’ S  “ V I TA L ”  R E C O R D S

Births, marriages and deaths were often recorded by the state, but each state started
keeping track of these records at different periods of time. For instance, Pennsylvania
didn’t start recording vital records until 1906. What do you do if you’re trying to find the
marriage certificate of an ancestor who moved to Pennsylvania in 1880? You look for
church records.

Instead of birth records, churches recorded baptisms, which often times meant the bap-
tism of a baby. For this reason, these baptism records are a good substitute for birth
records. Instead of death records, churches recorded the burials of members of their con-
gregations. Often these people were buried right on the church grounds.

WATCH A N C E S TORS EPISODE 6 : RELIGIOUS RECORDS
EPISODE DESCRIPTION

Meet Greg Spacher, whose digging into Church records uncovers a startling truth about
where his family came from. Experts and clergy highlight various religious records and
tell how to determine an ancestor’s religious affiliation.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
What re c o rds might give you clues to the religious affiliation of your ancestor?
Why is discove ring a religious affiliation sometimes difficult? 
For immigrant ancestors, h ow can knowing where they came from help you determine their
religious affiliation ?
A baptismal re c o rd can contain what types of inform a t i on ?
Wh e re might ch u rch re c o rds be kept?
Why is the foll owing statement by genealogist John Humph rey true or not tru e : “It was the
ch u rch re c o rds that brought the ave rage man out of his obscuri ty in the sixteenth century. ”

E P I S O D E  2 0 6

O B J E C T I V E

RE L I G I OU S  R E CO R DS

IN THIS LESSON, YO U ’ L L

LEARN how church records help place an ancestor at a specific location and time

BEGIN looking for “proof of relationship” in records

LEARN how to determine your ancestor’s religion

MAIN IDEA no. 1

This lesson includes opportunities for class discussion and a video presentation.
Vocabulary words are included at the end of the lesson though not specifically
brought into the lesson in the form of an assignment. Resulting measurable assign-
ments include a creative writing sample and a letter. While the lesson’s main ideas
logically build on one another, the activities and assignments suggested can be adapt-
ed or omitted according to your needs.

T E AC H E R

▼ MORE

❶
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P R  O V I N G  R E L A  T I O N S H I P

You may not have realized it, but as each record gives you clues to your ancestors, you
begin to understand more about that ancestor’s immediate family. In fact, a good ances-
tor detective always looks for clues in records that will prove relationship, meaning, clues
that will tell you who the ancestor’s mother was, or who their older brother might have
been. On a marriage certificate, for instance, the witnesses to the marriage are often rela-
tives. But is it the bride’s uncle or the groom’s father? You may not know who it is, but
the record has at least given you a name that you can now look for in other records.

FIELD T R I P !
Visit a local Cathedral, Mosque or Synagogue and talk to that congregation’s main
record keeper. Find out how long records have been kept there, and what types of infor-
mation were recorded. Are there duplicate copies made, and where are those records
stored?

At http://www.CyndisList.com/topical.ht m, you’ll find a listing of sources for the
records of various religions, including:
Catholic 
Huguenot 
Jewish 
LDS & Family History Centers 
Mennonite 
Methodist 
Quaker 
Religion & Churches

If you know
4the religion of your ancestor 
4where he or she lived 
4and the years he or she would have attended that church

you are prepared to write a letter, requesting information from the church archive or
library. Include the ancestor ’s name and the time period in which the person lived in the
community. Request baptismal, marriage or burial information for that person. While
some organizations may not have the staff available to do a search for you, others will
send you what information is available for a modest fee. Record what you learn on your
pedigree chart and family group record.

If you’re looking for an immigrant ancestor and don’t yet know his or her religion, look
at what Cyndi ’sList suggests under “Localities” for clues to religious affiliation based on
geography.

▼ MORE

GO ONLINE

MAIN IDEA no. 2
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If you’re looking for an ancestor who is in the States but you still don’t know the religion,
look for a local history for the area in which that person was living and see if you can dis-
cover the prominent congregations in the area.

O ften ethnic groups share the same religious affiliation . C yn d i’sList can help you there, t o o.

FOR THE FUN OF IT

http://www.jewishgen.org/
Includes discussion groups, databases, history and how-to help.

http://www.jwa.org/main.ht m
This is the homepage of the Jewish Women’s Archive, whose mission it is to “uncover,
chronicle and transmit the rich legacy of Jewish women and their contributions to our
families and communities, to our people and our world.”

http://www.rootsweb.com/~quakers/quakinfo.ht m
Learn more about Quakers and their role in history.

http://www.npcts.edu/library/Ar chives/Covenant_Archives/index.html
Take a look at some very old and interesting Evangelical records.

Select an event recorded in church records. Pretend that you are the rabbi, priest or other
religious leader, recording that event in a history that you’re writing about the congrega-
tion. What information would you consider important enough to record?

W H A T  H A V E  I  L E A R N E D  A N D  . . .

Religious records are “what brought the ordinary man out of obscurity” (1) because they
recorded major events in the lives of all church-goers, not just the rich or famous. They
can help you fill in the blanks on your pedigree chart and teach you more about what life
was like for your ancestors. But, as a good family history detective, you probably want to
know more than what you’ve learned so far. What’s another record that could tell you
more of your family story?

. . . W H A T ’ S  N E X T ?

It doesn’t have to be Memorial Day to go to the cemetery. Bring a wreath of garlic if
you’d like, but don’t miss what you can learn about your ancestors from the places in
which they’re buried.

(1) John Humphrey, professional genealogist and expert featured in Ancestors, Episode
206: Religious Records.

▼ MORE

W R I T I N G
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THE END OF LESSON SIX

VO CA B U L A RY



F A M O U S L A S T W  O R D S

Think quick: what kind of information would you expect to find on a tombstone? Of
course, you find the name of the person who died and usually birth and death dates. You
may also find the names of the person’s parents, spouse or children, or where the person
died.

This information is invaluable when you’re trying to confirm or find out birth, marriage
or death dates. Sometimes, especially in cases where vital records have been destroyed or
don’t exist, a tombstone is the best information available. This is particularly true for
women, who often don’t show up on early vital or census records.

Some people considered their tombstones as a final chance to have the last word. “I told
you I was sick” can be found in a Centerville, Utah cemetery, and the tombstone of Rab
McBeth, who was hanged in Larne, Ireland, reads: “Who died for the want of another
breath.” You can find this and other amusing epitaphs at www.alsirat.com/epitaphs/. It’s
these kinds of surprises that make cemetery searches uniquely fun.

There are various kinds of cemeteries. Some are civic, while others are connected to a
church or other place of worship. In most secular cemeteries, the sexton, or cemetery
caretaker, keeps the records of the burials in his or her office. A religious leader will do
the same for cemeteries adjoining churches. Older records, however, are often housed in
larger church or civic repositories.

E P I S O D E  2 0 7

O B J E C T I V E

C E M E T E RY  RE C O R D S

IN THIS LESSON, YO U ’ L L

EXAMINE tombstone inscriptions

RECORD family history information on a research log

MAIN IDEA no. 1

This lesson includes opportunities for class discussion and a video presentation.
Vocabulary words are included at the end of the lesson though not specifically
brought into the lesson in the form of an assignment. Resulting measurable assign-
ments include a research log filled out with information found online. While the les-
son’s main ideas logically build on one another, the activities and assignments sug-
gested can be adapted or omitted according to your needs.

T E AC H E R

▼ MORE

❶



WATCH A N C E S TORS EP ISODE 207: C E M E T E RY RECORDS
EPISODE DESCRIPTION

To Beth Uyehara, her great-grandfather’s life was a mystery. The family didn’t even
know where he was buried. After years of searching, Beth travels cross-country to dis-
cover the one tangible marker of her great-grandfather’s life- his tombstone. Experts tell
what to look for in cemeteries and discuss the kinds of records kept there. A British
preservation society shares their methods of preserving information found on deteriorat-
ing tombstones.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
What type of information can be gained from a tombstone?
How do you find out where your ancestor is buried?
Other than tombstones, what kinds of records can be found at a cemetery?
Prior to 1850, what types of people were rarely accounted for in written records?
What can be used to make a worn engraving readable?

At http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/P rairie/1746/boren.html you can find biogra-
phical information on people buried at the Boren-Reagor Springs Cemetery in Texas.
Click on “Biographical Information of Individuals Buried in the Cemetery.”

Choose a biography from the site above and write a newspaper obituary. Don’t forget to
include the date of death and any surviving family members, if they are known.

C O V E R I N G Y O U R   T R A  C K S

By now, you’ve had a chance to see many different kinds of records. As you continue
gathering information, you’ll need to keep track of every place and record you’ve
searched.

Even if you think you’ve written down every scrap of information found in a record,
chances are, at some future time, you’ll want to refer back to it. The more records you
search, the easier it is to forget which records contained which pieces of information.

A research log that will allow you to re-trace your steps.
At the top of the research log, write the name of the ancestor for which you are trying to
find information. Next, write the objective of your search, and under “locality,” write the
library, archive, or other repository in which you found the records below.

Each time you get a new source of information about an ancestor, write it on your
research log as follows:

4If the source is a person, include the person’s name, address, city, state or province,
country and phone number.

▼ MORE

GO ONLINE
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4If the source is an object (such as an heirloom or photo), write the name of the object
and the location of where it’s kept (address, city, state and country).

4If the source is a re c o rd , write the title, author and publisher of the re c o rd and its loca t i on
on the research log.

Include a list of the information learned from the source. For example, you may write that
a particular source contains information about an ancestor’s:
Birth
Marriage
Religion
Spouse
Occupation

FINDING A TO M B S TO N E
Choose a tombstone from one of the following sites. Note that these online databases are
essentially compiled records, since information from a particular cemetery’s tombstones
has been gathered into this one resource. Search one of these databases for one of your
ancestors and then record it on your research log.

FOR AN ANCESTOR
If you know where an ancestor is buried and his approximate date of death, you can check
online resources to see if someone has already posted the information available on your
ancestor’s tombstone.

Perhaps the most complete index of online cemeteries can be found at Cyndi’s List,
http://www.cyndislist.com. Click on “Cemeteries and Funeral Homes” found in her “No
Frills Category Index” to find out how to access the information you’re looking for.

FOR THE FUN OF IT
From Cyndi’s “No Frills Category Index,” look at Halde Cemetery, Waterville, ME (or
http://members.mint.net/frenchcx/haldecm1.html). Cyndi describes this site as the “old-
est Catholic cemetery in the area: 1872-1945; including gravestone, genealogical, funeral
home and church death records with map and index.”

Visit this cemetery and select a person from their tombstone inscription. Use clues from
the tombstone to check out church and funeral home records for the same cemetery.
Exhaust these sources for extra information. Top it off with a look at the cemetery’s
online map. If you visited the cemetery, could you find the gra ve? Write what you discover
on your research log.

▼ MORE

GO ONLINE



THE END OF LESSON SEVEN

Research Log: A document that helps a
researcher keep track of sources searched
and where those sources are held.
Repository: A place, room or container
where something is stored.
Epitaph: The engraving on a tombstone in
memory of the person buried there.

VO CA B U L A RY

FIELD T R I P ! : TO M B S TONE A P P R E C I AT I O N
A tombstone is truly a work of art. In a way, the tombstone was your ancestor’s last
chance to leave something of him or herself to the world.

Take a field trip to a cemetery to examine the tombstones. Are there differences among
the markers? What are some similarities?

Before you go, check out these helpful tips for successful cemetery searching:

http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~maggieoh/tomb.html will get you to Maggie Stewart-
Zimmerman’s page, which lists tombstone carvings and their meanings. For example, she
notes that a butterfly may signify an early death while oak leaves or acorns mean maturity
or old age.

http://www.mindspring.com/~mooregen/tombstone.html. If you want to preserve the
information found on a tombstone, you may wish to make a rubbing of it. Pat Dupes-
Matsumoto’s site teaches you how to properly make rubbings.

W H A T  H A V E  I  L E A R N E D  . . .

Cemeteries are great places to learn vital information about your ancestor. A tombstone
can provide dates as well as clues to information about other family members. While
many cemeteries are posting information online, most cemetery research is still done on
site, through compiled records, or by writing a letter to the cemetery sexton’s office.

. . . A N D  W H A T ’ S  N E X T ?

But how do you find out where someone might be buried? And what if you have no idea
when an ancestor might have died? What are some of the records that could reveal this
kind of information? In the next lesson, you’ll learn about the United States Census and
why it’s been called a family history detective’s best “people finder.”

¯

I N F O R M AT I O N
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Ancestor’s name

Objective(s)

John Fitzgerald KENNED Y

Doris Kearns Goodwin, The Fitzgeralds and the

Kennedys, An American Saga. New York, NY:

Simon and Schuster, 1988

Birth, Marriage, Death dates for JFK and

extended family

Harvey Rachin, The Kennedys, A Chronological

History. New York, NY.: Ballantine Books, 1986

Birth, Marriage, Death dates for JFK and

extended family

Sept. 1996

Sept. 1996

Birth, Marriage, Death Local Library
Locality

Date

of search

Location/

call number

Doc. 

number

Description of source

(Author, title, year, pages)

Comments (Purpose of search, 

results, years and names searched)

Resarch Log



C O M E  T O  Y O U R  C E N S U S

In 1790, Congress decided it was a good idea to count the citizens of the U.S. The
Government thought a census would provide information that would help them govern
the country.

At first the government wanted to count men so that if war were declared, they would
know how many men were eligible to serve in the military. Later, the questions on the
census changed, depending on the needs of the government at the time.

The census is taken by a person called a census taker or enumerator. In the past, each
enumerator went from house to house, counting all the people living in a certain neigh-
borhood and asking them questions such as, “What is your occupation?” or “Where were
you born?”.

WATCH A N C E S TORS EPISODE 208: CENSUS RECORDS
EPISODE DESCRIPTION

Meet Darius Gray. As an African American, he doubted he would find records docu-
menting his family story. Relive his dramatic breakthrough as he discovers his ancestors
in the 1880 census and then documents his family history back to the Revolutionary War
era. Experts review the fascinating history of the census with specific instruction on how
these important records can pinpoint your ancestor’s place in American history.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
What year did the census begin?
What kind of information can generally be found in the census?
Why are census records so helpful to family historians?

E P I S O D E  2 0 8

O B J E C T I V E

C E NS US  RE C O R D S

IN THIS LESSON, YO U ’ L L

EXPLORE a census record

TRANSLATE your name into the Soundex code

CREATE a class census

MAIN IDEA no. 1

This lesson includes opportunities for class discussion and a video presentation.
Vocabulary words are included at the end of the lesson though not specifically
brought into the lesson in the form of an assignment. Resulting measurable assign-
ments include ancestor or student surnames written in Soundex code, a class census
and a comparative writing sample. While the lesson’s main ideas logically build on
one another, the activities and assignments suggested can be adapted or omitted
according to your needs.

T E AC H E R

▼ MORE

❶
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(cont. questions for discussion)
What was the job of an enumerator?
What is the most recent census available and why?
What are the pitfalls of using the census?
The 1890 census is unavailable. Why?

U S I N G  T H E  C E N S U S

When first using the census, it’s a good idea to start with the most recent census in
which the ancestors you’re looking for might appear.

Censuses are filed by state within each census year. Within each state, the films are
arranged by the Soundex code number (explained in main idea #3) and then by a given
name of the head of the household, who could be male or female. This is a good time to
have your family group chart (link) nearby. If you find your ancestor’s brother on a par-
ticular street, your ancestor may be living nearby.

T H E  S O U N D E X

Enumerators were told to go through a neighborhood street by street. They tended to
write the names of people as they heard them, not necessarily as the person would have
spelled his or her own name. Because of this, the spelling of one name can vary consid-
erably. How do you search for “Smith” when it might be listed as “Smyth,” “Smithe” or
“Smythe”? Add to this the fact that information on the censuses is still organized just as
it was written - house by house, street by street - not in alphabetical order by family -
and you’ll get an idea of why censuses can be time-consuming to search.

While the inform a t i on isn’t alph a b e t i ze d , an index has been created to help family history
d e t e c t i ves get a little closer to the page on which your ancestor’s household might be listed.
This index also takes into account the variations in spelling that might have occurred.

This unique index is called the Soundex. It allows variations on the same name to still be
indexed together because each variation will code the same. With the code, you can then
know where in the census to search.

However, the Soundex has its limitations. It doesn’t begin until 1880 and only lists
households containing young children. But for many thousands of families, it is a valu-
able research tool.

Here’s how to convert surnames into Soundex code. Let’s use the name “Jones” as an
example.

The first letter of the surname is always the first letter being coded.

So for Jones,the first letter would be “J,”

▼ MORE

MAIN IDEA no. 2
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After the first letter, vowels (a, e, i, o, and u) and the consonants h, w, and y are ignored.

ignore the “o”and “e,”

After the first letter of the surname, the next three significant letters (other than the let-
ters mentioned above) are coded according to the chart below.

Whenever two letters with the same code appear side by side in a surname, only the first
letter is coded. The second is ignored.

1 b,f,p,v
2 c,g,j,k,q,s,x,z
3 d,t
4 l
5 m,n
6 r

Add to the “J” a number 5 (for “n”), and 2 (for “s”),

If there are not enough consonants in the name to form the code, add zeros until there
are three digits.

Add a zero since there are no more letters to code.
“Jones” is J-520
“Wada” is W-300

If a name contains more letters than are needed to have a Soundex code of three digits,
the remaining letters are ignored.

VanDuessen is V-532 (ignore the vowels, the second s & n)

With this code, you can find the Census pages containing these surnames.

AC T I V I T Y
Figure out what the Soundex code is for “Smith,” “Smyth,” “Smithe,” or “Smythe.” Next,
figure out your own or your ancestor’s surname.

GO ANOTHER STEP
Your class has a seating arrangement. Ask a few volunteers to divide up the class “geo-
graphically” into “neighborhoods” and create a class census. Decide together what infor-
mation you agree will be the most important to include? How do you account for stu-
dents that might be absent?

▼ MORE
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THE END OF LESSON EIGHT

census: A count of the population in a
specific place, such as a state or country; a
record made of the count.
enumerator: A person who counts. In the
case of the census, it is the position filled
by a person counting the residents of a
particular assigned area.

Soundex: An index for the census that is
coded by the way a name sounds in addi-
tion to its actual spelling.

VO CA B U L A RY

W H A T  H A V E  I  L E A R N E D  . . .

Censuses are an excellent tool for ancestor detectives because they identify ancestors liv-
ing in a specific area at a specific place in time. Conducted every ten years since 1790,
these documents trace families through the growth and westward expansion of the coun-
try. They were even conducted during war years, a time period that often tore families
apart.

. . . A N D  W H A T ’ S  N E X T ?

The Census can help you locate ancestors who may have fought in a war. If you find that
you have a soldier ancestor, well, then you have a chance to learn about that ancestor’s
service and see the conflict through the eyes of someone who actual ly witnessed it.

I N F O R M AT I O N
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D I S C O V E R I N G  A  S O L D I E R  I N  A  M O U N T A I N  O F  R E C O R D S

Wars generate a lot of paperwork. Governments like to know who is enlisted, where the
soldiers are based, where they’re fighting, when they’re absent from duty, and when
there’s illness or injury. If your ancestor served in a war, there’s a good chance you can
find out a lot about him.

Your soldier ancestor might have been involved in the Vietnam War, the Korean War, or
World War II. If you know many of your ancestors’ names, you may even fill your chart
back to the Civil War or the Indian Wars of the late 18th and 19th centuries. British set-
tlers were involved in four wars before they fought for their own independence. Since the
Revolutionary War, America has seen eleven major conflicts. (These are the wars in
which the U.S. declared involvement. You can see a listing of more wars at
http://www.genrecords.com/library/war.htm).

While few women appear in early military re c o rd s , t h e re are wars in which the wom e n
s e rved in medical or cooking position s . Some also helped through welfare organiza t i on s .
Although women con t ributed in countless ways to keep society moving on the home fron t ,
the vast majori ty of re c o rds cover the con t ri b u t i ons of men made in formal military units.

Yo u’ve heard of the tomb of the unknown soldier. These sacred places are where soldiers
who are unknown to the rest of their countrymen can be hon o re d . Right now, your ances-
tors who served in Am e ri ca’s wars are also unknow n . If you find them, you honor them.
A fter all , it was for their ch i l d ren and gra n d ch i l d ren – for you – that these soldiers fought.

E P I S O D E  2 0 9

O B J E C T I V E

M I L I TA RY  R E C O RD S

IN THIS LESSON, YO U ’ L L

EXPLORE service and pension records

READ first-hand accounts of life on the front lines

RECORD a veteran’s oral history

MAIN IDEA no. 1

This lesson includes opportunities for class discussion and a video presentation.
Vocabulary words are included at the end of the lesson though not specifically
b rought into the lesson in the form of an assignment. Resulting measurable assignments
include creative writing samples and notes from an oral history interview. While the
l e s s on’s main ideas logica lly build on one another, the activities and assignments
suggested can be adapted or omitted according to your needs.

T E AC H E R

▼ MORE

❶



HOW DO I KNOW IF I’VE GOT A SOLDIER FOR AN ANCESTOR?
Every good ancestor detective knows that when you find a clue, you’ve got to follow it
until you’ve learned all you can learn. So if you suspect you have a soldier in your family
tree, prepare to look for every document that his service may have produced - which may
be a substantial amount!

First, look at your pedigree chart. If you haven’t started a pedigree chart, take a minute
to fill one out. The lesson for Episode 3 will show you how to do this. A pedigree chart
will help you focus your search on one ancestor at a time.

A pedigree ch a rt begins with you and moves back w a rd in time to your pare n t s , g ra n d p a r-
e n t s , and so on . E ve n t u a lly, yo u’ll move into the time period of a war. When yo u’ve found
the names of your ancestors living during a war, the key question then becomes  “Is my
male ancestor of an age to fight?” Now soldiers in days gone by used to be as young as
tw e lve or thirt e e n , so keep that in mind. In the Civil Wa r, older men were also used.
B a s i ca lly, if the ancestor is older than sixty or younger than ten, he pro b a b ly stayed hom e .

A second chart you should consult is your family group record, introduced in Ancestors
Episode 4. If you don’t have a soldier directly in your line, it could be that his brother
was in the war. This brother’s records might also provide information about the rest of
the family, particularly if there is a pension file available.

WATCH A N C E S TORS EP ISODE 209: M I L I TA RY RECORDS
EPISODE DESCRIPTION

For many years Susan Hadler’s only link to her father was a letter he wrote to her just
after she was born and just before he was killed in combat during World War II. Follow
Susan as she uses military records to connect with the father she never knew. Experts
highlight service and pension records and tell how military records are a rich source of
family history information.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
How do you know if your ancestor served in the military?
What information do you need in order to search for your soldier ancestor?
How do you find out what regiment your ancestor served in?
Military records are divided into three major categories. What are they?
What do service records include?
What happens if a soldier’s request for a pension is rejected?
What research tool will help you locate military records (and save you a lot of time)?

▼ MORE
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S E R V I C E  R E C O R D S

A service record includes company musters, rolls, rosters, enlistments, discharge records,
discharge lists, prisoner of war records, records of burials and oaths of allegiance. These
records document the daily events of soldiers. The number and types of service records
available varies from war to war. There are indexes to help you search them, and copies of
the originals have been microfilmed. They can be found at the National Archives, Family
History Centers, and also at many genealogical or state historical societies across the
country.

AC T I V I T Y
Examine the muster rollfrom the Revolutionary war. A muster is basically the roll of the
unit. It was basically used to document who was in attendance and who was missing, or
on furlough, much like the roll call your teacher takes.

What is the soldier ’s name?
What is his regiment?
Which days are documented?
Is he in attendance all of these days?
How much is he being paid, per month, for his service?

P E N S I O N  R E C O R D S

After a soldier is discharged from service, he is entitled to payment for the time he spent
in the military. However, to activate a pension, a soldier had to apply. If your ancestor’s
application was rejected, he had to make a case for his eligibility by submitting letters and
testimonials about his service and life at home. Friends, family or doctors may have also
submitted testimonials or affidavits describing his life and service. Many widows applied
for pensions.

Write a letter to the government as if you were a soldier or a soldier’s widowed wife.
Relate your experiences based on service and pension records you found online. Make a
case for why you deserve a pension. If you’re a soldier, let the government know how your
service has affected your life now that you’re back at home. If you’re a widow, tell how
your life has changed.

F R O M  T H E  F R O N T  L I N E S

Once you know which regiment your ancestor fought in, you can look for a published
military history. These histories provide fascinating details about the military experience,
often in first hand accounts as the duties of the regiment are traced through the hardships
of life at war. These histories are located in the libraries of the regiment’s home commu-
nities, though some may be in state libraries or historical societies.

▼ MORE
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MAIN IDEA no. 2

W R I T I N G
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THE END OF LESSON NINE

muster: The roll call for a military unit
pension records: Payment made to a sol-
dier after his service.
service records: A group of military
records that detail a soldier ’s military
activities.

affidavit: A legal written statement often
made under oath or affirmed by someone
with legal authority.
furlough: To be absent from duty.

VO CA B U L A RY

AC T I V I T Y
Use the oral history skills learned in Episode 2 (LINK) to interv i ew ve t e rans in yo u r
n e i g h b o rh o o d . Soldiers who fought in Wo rld War II, Vi e t n a m , K o rea or Desert St o rm ca n
t e ll you about their regiments and personal experi e n c e s . Write a summary of the interv i ew
and compile it into your own ve r s i on of a “m i l i t a ry history, ” c reated by your cl a s s .

Take a look at the following sites that discuss particular regiments or recorded military
histories.

http://www.imh.org/imh/buf/buftoc.html
This site, maintained by The International Museum of the Horse features information on
“The Buffalo Soldiers on the Western Frontier.” The Buffalo Soldiers were African
American units who fought during the Civil War and served loyally in many duties after
the War.

http://www.hillsdale.edu/academics/history/Documents/War/
Dave Stewart, Assistant Professor of History at Hillsdale College has placed many fasci-
nating primary documents relating to many US and European wars online for student
use. These documents are a fascinating window into war history.

W H A T  H A V E  I  L E A R N E D  . . .

Military records are a rich source of information about soldiers. There are three major
types of military records: service records, pension records and military histories.

. . . A N D  W H A T ’ S  N E X T ?

H ow eve r, b ra ve ry at war wasn’t the on ly way our ancestors made a name for themselve s .
Some people obtained notori e ty through their business dealings – perhaps even shady
business dealings. People could choose their own destinies in Am e ri ca , but they couldn’t
a lw ays choose what others would write about them. Find out about newspapers as a sourc e
of clues to your ancestor’s not-so-private life and learn how to sort fact from fiction .

GO ONLINE

I N F O R M AT I O N
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E X T R A !  E X T R A !  G E N E A L O G Y  C L U E S  T O  B E  F O U N D !

You are living in what ’s known as the “information age.” Through television, cable, satel-
lite, radio, and the Internet, you can get information on just about anything—or any-
one—of interest.

One hundred and fifty years ago, one of the best methods of sharing information was
through the newspaper. In The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy, James L.
Hansen addresses the evolution of newspapers. Referring to the newspapers of the early
1800s, he writes:

“The early newspaper was very much a local product, designed to convey news of the
wider world to the citizens of a particular community. Little attention was given to local
news which everyone presumably knew already. Three nineteenth-century developments
changed the newspaper dramatically: the invention of the power printing press, the
development of the railroads (which allowed much wider distribution of a paper), and the
increasing demand for news, particularly during the Civil War.”

Mr. Hansen goes on to explain that major city dailies that could gather news with a tele-
graph and had more press power and train access began to dominate the delivery of
international, national and state news. Smaller local papers were then forced to “concen-
trate on local news if they were to survive and prosper.”

This meant that people leaving on vacation would publicize their plans in the paper. A
bar mitzvah or a birthday party might be reported. It seems that no detail was too trivial
to include, as long as it might be of interest to the locals.

E P I S O D E  2 1 0

O B J E C T I V E

N E W S PA P E RS  A S  R EC OR D S

IN THIS LESSON, YO U ’ L L

DISCOVER how interesting tidbits found in newspapers 

can be used as clues to family history

LEARN how to weigh evidence

MAIN IDEA no. 1

This lesson includes opportunities for class discussion and a video presentation.
Vocabulary words are included at the end of the lesson though not specifically
brought into the lesson in the form of an assignment. Resulting measurable assign-
ments are a creative writing newspaper entry and class discussion participation. While
the lesson’s main ideas logically build on one another, the activities and assignments
suggested can be adapted or omitted according to your needs.

T E AC H E R

▼ MORE

❶



WATCH A N C E S TORS EPISODE 210: N E W S PAPERS AS RECORDS
EPISODE DESCRIPTION

Clues to family history can come from the most surprising places. Lori Davis was given
a mysterious lead when a woman who had known one of her ancestors said, “Look in the
San Francisco papers; she was in trouble with the law.” Old newspaper stories detail the
escapades of Lori’s great-grandmother, a 1920s high society con woman. Experts add
their advice on how to use newspapers to expand family history research.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
What two pieces of information do you need to know in order to use newspapers in your
family history search?
How can you find out if the town still exists or has only changed its name?
What is an obituary?
What kinds of information can usually be found in today’s typical obituaries?

C A N  Y O U  B E L I E V E  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  R E A D ?

Information you find in newspapers, just as in any other record, can be incorrect. Family
history detectives need to evaluate the information found in all sources. Just because you
find a birth date for your great-grandmother in a newspaper obituary doesn’t mean that
the date listed is correct. You should always check for original records to compare the
information.

In the Ancestors companion instructional guidebook entitled, A Guide to Discovery:
Key Principles and Processes of Family History Research, author Jim Tyrrell suggests the
following criteria when evaluating evidence.

Information you find is most believable when it is:
● re c o rded by an eyew i t n e s s , meaning som e one who had first-hand knowledge or experi e n c e

with an eve n t , re l a t i onship or some other matter in question .
● preserved in its original format
● preserved in a clear and certain way so that it is directly understood, such as “John

Ballard married Mary Kee on 17 November 1789”
●consistent with the presumed facts that are found in one or more other sources.

AC T I V I T Y
Look at a contemporary local newspaper. Ignore the advertisements and the articles
about famous people and politicians and look for notices, announcements and quotes
from ordinary, every day people. What types of information do you find? What facts are
included, and how do you know they are believable? What facts could the reporter have
better explained? What might he or she have left out?

▼ MORE

MAIN IDEA no. 2
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Next, go to the library and look up old papers from the early 1900s. What differences do
you notice between old newspapers and the papers of today?

Select a part of a newspaper, such as the obituary or social pages. Write an entry for a
paper of today, and then the same information in an entry as it would have appeared in
the early 1900s.

Check out these helpful sites.

http://www.CyndisList.com/newspapr.ht m
Cyndi provides links to modern-day newspapers as well as columns on genealogy at
CyndisList.com.

http://www.historybuff.com/primer.html
The Newspaper Collectors Society of America offers tips on what makes old newspapers
valuable and how to collect them.

http://www.everton.com/oe3-18/papers.ht m
Everton’s Genealogical Helper Online outlines “How Newspapers Can Help You With
Your Research.”

W H A T  H A V E  I  L E A R N E D  . . .

Newspapers can be a valuable source of family history information. Though you may find
many clues to your family history, detectives should be sure to evaluate the information
and confirm it against original documents whenever possible.

. . . A N D  W H A T ’ S  N E X T ?

Though it may sound odd, your ancestor’s death is a wonderful source of information on
your family. Many ancestors wrote wills and the directions in the wills had to be legally
carried out. This process generated a lot of paper that can add unique details to your
ancestor’s life and death.

GO ONLINE

W R I T I N G

✎

THE END OF LESSON T E N

dailies: A term indicating that a newspaper
is printed every day.

VO CA B U L A RY

I N F O R M AT I O N
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P R O B A  T E  F I L E S

Every time a person dies, records are created. For example, many people prepare wills
before they die. A will lets family and friends know what to do with the land and goods
left behind and who should execute the division of it all. Someone must also take respon-
sibility for debts the person left unpaid. If a will exists, we refer the person’s estate (or
property) as “testate”.

If a person dies without leaving a will, his estate is referred to as “intestate.” Whether the
estate is testate or intestate, the process of distributing a deceased person’s estate creates
“probate records.”

Probate records are a wonderful source of information, partly because of the amount of
paperwork generated when property is divided among inheritors. This paperwork often
reveals family members and relationships, as well as gives you an idea of the economic
status and lifestyle of your ancestors. As you begin to examine probate files, you’ll discov-
er the truth in the old saying, “you can’t take it with you.”

But where are the probate files?

Through census records, you should have been able to place an ancestor in a state and
county at a particular year. Usually, family history detectives assume that the probate file
can be found in the cities or town in which their ancestors spend the majority of their
lives. However, according to Myra Vanderpool Gormley, a professional genealogist and
author of Shaking Your Family Tree,

E P I S O D E  2 1 1

O B J E C T I V E

P RO B AT E  RE C O R DS

IN THIS LESSON, YO U ’ L L

LEARN about the probate process

EXAMINE wills for clues to relationships and ownership of land

EXPLORE land records as a window into history

MAIN IDEA no. 1

This lesson includes opportunities for class discussion and a video presentation.
Vocabulary words are included at the end of the lesson though not specifically
brought into the lesson in the form of an assignment. Resulting measurable assign-
ments include a creative writing assignment, class participation and a report. While
the lesson’s main ideas logically build on one another, the activities and assignments
suggested can be adapted or omitted according to your needs.

T E AC H E R

▼ MORE

❶



“A will was not always filed where the person resided. It could have been filed where that
individual held the largest amount of property. It could be filed in an adjoining county,
or where it was written, or even where the lawyer’s office was located. Sometimes it was
filed where the heirs lived.”

WATCH A N C E S TORS EPISODE 211: P RO BATE RECORDS
EPISODE DESCRIPTION

For Bruce and Mary Kay Stewart, there’s only one way to do genealogy - hit the road!
Turning their RV into a traveling research center, they stop at a county courthouse and
uncover a probate record that leads them to an old family homestead in upstate New
York. Experts discuss the various records that are generated by the probate process and
some of the interesting details found in wills.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
Why are probate files so important to family history detectives?
Where are probate records housed?
If you can’t visit the place where your ancestor’s probate file is kept, how can you stil l
access the information?
What kind of family information can be found on wills?
What does an “intestate” estate refer to?
What is the “extra bonus” that can be found on petitions?
Why do probate records lead to land records?
What’s the easiest way to search for a land record?

Check out these interesting sites:

http://www.ca-probate.com/wills.htm
Most wills are open to the public unless there are specific reasons for privacy. Check out
this site, which posts wills of famous and ordinary people.

http://members.aol.com/mayflo1620/wills.html
This site posts the wills of some of the Mayflower passengers. Not only are these wills
interesting to read, they also provide a look into the way the English language has
evolved.

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/dave_tylcoat/gloss.htm
This site attempts to explain unusual language found in old wills.

Using the above sites as a resource, write a will. Include appropriate legal language where
possible and applicable.

▼ MORE

GO ONLINE

W R I T I N G
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W H E N T H E R E ’ S A  W I L L , T H E R E ’ S A W A Y

Wills can often provide clues to other records. One of the more obvious links is between
wills and land records. If your ancestor owned property when he died, chances are that
property is mentioned in the will and inherited by a family member.

RE-TRACE THE STEWART’S JOURNEY ONLINE
In Ancestors Episode 11, Bruce and Mary Kay Stewart discover land that was mentioned
in a family will. Take a look at the documents they discovered to see if you can identify
which paragraphs in the will mentioned the land. Using the map, can you find the spot
that used to belong to Bruce’s ancestor based on the description?
http://www.rootsweb.com/~nyfulton/Stewartgen.html

A  C L O S E R  L O O K  AT  L A N D  R E C O R D S

The following is an excerpt from an article entitled History & Use of Land Records,
written by genealogist Linda Haas Davenport. The entire article can be found at
http://main.nc.us/OBCGS/searchland-rec.htm

A Look at the History of Land Records
As the original 13 colonies were established land was owned by a group of Proprietors.
These were men who had been granted land from the English King. They in turn sold
land to individuals and established common areas within the towns.
These early states used a surveying system cal l “New England Town Surveys” or modi-
fied “metes & bounds”…. The metes & bound survey uses descriptions of the local flora,
fauna, physical features of the land such as creeks, roads, mountains, neighbors, etc., to
describe the land. An example: “Beginning on a white oak the north west corner of
Sammuel Vanatres tract of land thence east with the same to John Haas his east boundry
line, thence north with the same to where it crosses the Publick road leading from James
Goodners into Hanyard to Liberty then with the meandering of said road to the begin-
ning”.

As settlements grew out of the bounds of New England, immigrants continued to push
back the frontier in search of the American dream. Many were farmers or ranchers
attempting to homestead humble tracks of land. Though women homesteaders were not
unheard of, there were certainly the exceptions to the rule.

GOING ONE STEP FURT H E R
Read Linda Haas Davenport’s entire article on History & Use of Land Records.
Write a report about the elements that can be found in a probate file.

Land records allow a look at America as it was before parking lots and sprawling malls.
If you’ve read the Little House on the Prairie books by Laura Ingalls Wilder, then you
may have an idea about what life in a frontier town was like.

MAIN IDEA no. 3

MAIN IDEA no. 2

GO ONLINE

▼ MORE
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THE END OF LESSON ELEVEN

I N F O R M AT I O N
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The National Archives has posted documents from the Ingalls family homestead at
http://www.nara.gov/nara/EXTRA/ingalls.html. These records begin with an application
from Laura’s father Charles, who, in later documents, is shown to have paid for the land
he applied for. Other legal documents include a “Homestead Proof - Testimony of
Claimant” and an affidavit in which Charles swears that the land has no valuable minerals
on it that he could detect.

W H A T  H A V E  I  L E A R N E D  . . .
Probate files are a look into the life and times of our ancestors. The legal process of dis-
bursing an estate creates a considerable amount of paperwork that can yield many clues to
your family history. Land records are often mentioned in probate files. These records
allow you to learn even more about where and how your ancestor lived.

. . . A N D  W H A T ’ S  N E X T ?

For millions of immigrants, the allurement of personal ownership of land pushed them
out of the places they were born and onto a new continent. Many came by boat. Others
came on foot. In the next lesson, you’ll re-trace your immigrant ancestor’s journey and
discover the records that legalized his or her new citizenship as Americans.



I M M I G R A N T S B E G I N A N A  T I O N

Most Americans trace their roots to a homeland outside the United States. Your parents
may have recently immigrated from Central America, or perhaps your great-grandparents
arrived in New York from Russia then settled in Pennsylvania. Do you live in northern
California because your ancestors came from China or Korea? Over one hundred years
ago, Africans were forced into immigrating to America and elsewhere as slaves.

In the early days, most people came to America by boat, landing at Ellis Island in New
York, or perhaps the ports at New Orleans or San Francisco. Today, some immigrants
still arrive by boat while others land at any airport.

If records of arrival exist, it might be possible to trace your ancestor to a homeland where
his or her parents were born, and their parents, and so on. Just think of what a discovery
such as that would do to your pedigree charts!

WATCH A N C E S TORS EPISODE 212: I M M I G R ATION RECORDS
EPISODE DESCRIPTION

Meet Cathy Horn . T h rough immigra t i on re c o rd s , C a t hy uncovers a chapter of her family
h i s t o ry long forgo t t e n . She learns of her gre a t - g reat grandmother who, as an immigra n t
m o t h e r, was forced to part with her baby, q u a rantined at Ellis Island with a fatal ill n e s s .
C a t hy’s discove ry re c onnects this lost child to her family tre e . E x p e rts describe a vari e ty of
i m m i g ra t i on re c o rds and how to discover the details of your immigrant ancestor’s journ ey.

E P I S O D E  2 1 2

O B J E C T I V E

I M M I G R AT I O N  RE C O R D S

IN THIS LESSON, YO U ’ L L

DISCOVER ship’s passenger lists

EXPLORE naturalization records

IMAGINE what life was like for immigrants en route to America

MAIN IDEA no. 1

This lesson includes opportunities for class discussion and a video presentation.
Vocabulary words are included at the end of the lesson though not specifically
brought into the lesson in the form of an assignment. The resulting measurable
assignment is a creative writing paper. While the lesson’s main ideas logically build on
one another, the activities and assignments suggested can be adapted or omitted
according to your needs.

T E AC H E R

▼ MORE

❶
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
Immigration records are divided into two groups. What are they?
What types of information can be found on ship’s passenger lists?
What do you need to know in order to search for a passenger list?
Is searching for an original passenger list the best way to begin?
Where are immigration records housed?
What two types of naturalization records exist?
How might naturalization records help you uncover your immigrant ancestor?
Where are naturalization records housed?

P A S S E N G E R  L I S T S

From the 1600s through the early 1900s, most immigrants entered the US by ships.
Sometimes, they were counted before they left the port in Europe or Asia. If they sur-
vived the journey, they were counted again when they landed in America, and their
names entered on a ship’s passenger list. These passenger lists contain vital information
for ancestor detectives. They include such things as the immigrant’s name, age, marital
status, occupation, and nationality.

1907 holds the re c o rd for the year with the most immigra t i on , boasting 1,285,000 people.
Unfortunately, in 1897, a fire broke out on Ellis Island and destroyed most of the records
for immigrants arriving before 1855.

Check out these sites!

http://www.genealogy.com/genealogy/8_mgpal.html
Author and professional genealogist Myra Vanderpool Gormley outlines helpful tips for
searching passenger lists.

http://media.nara.g ov/media/images/51/1/carp26a.jpg
One of the most famous ships to ever sail was the S.S. Titanic. After it sank, the sur-
vivors were rescued by the S.S. Carpathia. A partial listing of the survivors can be found
on Carpathia’s Ships Passenger List. Note that this list was lost for a while - can you tell
why?

http://ar ticles.citysearch.com/New_York/virtualtour/ellis/
Enjoy a virtual tour of Ellis Island.

http://www.isn.net/~dhunter/terms.html
Check out old time shipping terminology.

▼ MORE

GO ONLINE

MAIN IDEA no. 2



N AT U R A L I Z A T I O N  R E C O R D S

Typically, when an immigrant wanted to become a citizen, he would file a “Declaration of
Intent” with his local county courthouse. Between two to five years later, he would peti-
tion the court for citizenship. If all went smoothly, the immigrant would be accepted as a
citizen. Along the way, other documents might be created.

Not only are naturalization records interesting alone, but they also provide clues to the
ancestor’s country of origin, his date of arrival in America and sometimes and even what
ship he arrived in.

More than one ancestor detective has heard an immigrant story from their oral history
gathering and set out to find that ancestor’s immigrant records. Many of these exuberant
family historians found out that, after sometimes years of researching, they had the wrong
name, or the wrong year of arrival.

Even if you think you know the name of your immigrant ancestor, don’t begin your family
history search there. Start with yourself and work backwards in time. Use census records
to confirm where your parents, grandparents and their parents lived. Religious records
will help fill in the blanks, and perhaps even tell you if your ancestor has moved to the
area from another state or another country.

Eventually, you’ll look for naturalization records, since this event is closer to you in time
then the actual immigration.

Look at naturalization records available online.

http://www.shsw.wisc.edu/genealogy/natlzn/records.ht m
The State Historical Society of Wisconsin has a wonderful page outlining the various
documents involved in the naturalization process, with actual documents included. Check
it out!

After taking the virtual tour through Ellis Island, write a letter as if you were an immi-
grant arriving at Ellis Island with your family. What are your feelings at this time? Are
you homesick? Let your friends in the old country know what the ship is like, the food,
and anything else you can think of that an immigrant your age might think to tell a
friend back home.

GO ONLINE

▼ MORE

W R I T I N G
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Naturalization: The process by which an
immigrant becomes a citizen.
Immigration: The process by which a per-
son leaves the land of his or her birth to
obtain citizenship or to live in another
country.

VO CA B U L A RY

W H A T  H A V E  I  L E A R N E D  . . .

Working from yourself backwards in time, you will, most likely, come to an ancestor who
has adopted citizenship in America. The records made during this process of becoming a
citizen, of being naturalized, will often include information about the immigrant’s home-
land and immigration to the United States.

. . . A N D  W H A T ’ S  N E X T ?

Many of the immigrants who arrived in America came to build a better life for them-
selves and their children. Early African immigrants, brought here as slaves, stayed in
America after their emancipation in order to build a better life for their children. Their
hard work and dedication created a legacy that we now enjoy. What legacy will you leave
to your children?

THE END OF LESSON T W E LV E

I N F O R M AT I O N
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S H A R I N G Y O U R S T  O R Y

You may think that your life is pretty boring. You wake up, go to school, hang out with
friends, do homework . . . not too thrilling, is it? Well, what seems ordinary to you now
will be fascinating to read when you’re 25 or 50. Think about it. Everyone has a story.

What if you had the chance to read about your Mom’s first date? Or your Dad’s feelings
when his father caught him lying in the sun instead of mowing the lawn? Wouldn’t you
like to know the things they thought about when they were your age?

While you’ve been looking at records that will give the clues you need to write your fam-
ily’s history, it’s important to remember that you’re living history right now. Take one of
the two options below to help you begin.

① Using your timeline, write a couple of pages that sum up the major events in your
l i fe . Put it into a story form as a sort of “m i n i - b i o g ra phy. ” I n clude some good memori e s
and some sad ones. Everyone’s life has a little of both.

② Begin keeping a diary. Write at least two paragraphs every day for the next week or
two. At the end, go back and re-read what you wrote. What are some interesting
ideas you had? What are you learning about life and your personality?

E P I S O D E  2 1 3

O B J E C T I V E

W R I T I NG  A  FA M I LY  H I S TO RY

IN THIS LESSON, YO U ’ L L

BEGIN to record your life history

DISCOVER ways to share the family history you’ve learned with your relatives

MAIN IDEA no. 1

This lesson includes opportunities for class discussion and a video presentation.
Vocabulary words are included at the end of the lesson though not specifically
brought into the lesson in the form of an assignment. Resulting measurable assign-
ments include a creative writing assignment, a journal or a mini-biography, an oral
history interview and summary. While the lesson’s main ideas logically build on one
another, the activities and assignments suggested can be adapted or omitted according
to your needs.

T E AC H E R

▼ MORE

W R I T I N G

✎
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WATCH A N C E S TORS EPISODE 213: WRITING A FA M I LY HISTO RY
EPISODE SUMMARY

Taylor McDonald grew up hearing tales about his legendary grandfather, but they
remained just “stories” until he set out to write a family histor y. In the process, Taylor
documents his grandfather’s colorful life and finds that he really did help tame the Wild
West, and even rode with Pancho Villa. Experts tell how to write, publish and share a
family history.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
What is one of the best methods for gathering family stories?
What are some tips for conducting oral history interviews?
How should records and family artifacts be preserved?
Why might a person wish to publish a family history?

Y O U R F A M I L Y S T  O R Y

Ancient culture s , s u ch as the Na t i ve Am e ri can and Afri ca n , h a ve long had a sense of their
f a m i ly history in the form of tribal oral histori e s . Tra d i t i on a lly, s om e one in the society
keeps in his memory the story of the family. In Afri ca , this person was known as a gri o t .
E ven today, you can still meet griots in Afri ca who can recite genera t i ons upon genera t i on s
of family history.

Sociologists tell us that in modern - d ay Am e ri ca , few of us remember the names of our
g re a t - g ra n d p a re n t s . H o p e f u lly, yo u’ve been successful enough at your family history detec-
t i ve work to at least know a bit about your gre a t - g ra n d p a re n t s .

Do your brothers or sisters know about them? How about your cousins? Su re ly som e one in
your family will want to know what yo u’ve discove re d .

For ancestor detective s , writing a family history means more than just writing events that
happened in the family. It includes creating a paper trail that other family detectives ca n
f o ll ow. It means yo u’ve done good re s e a rch , and you can prove it by citing your sources and
even including copies of documents. Your re s e a rch log will come in handy, as will yo u r
p e d i g ree ch a rt and the family group sheets yo u’ve cre a t e d . This re s e a rch is the “s k e l e t on” o f
your family story. Like writing most re p o rt s , an outline of evens will be ve ry helpful.

B u t , as yo u’ve already noticed, re c o rds tell more than just names and dates. Som e t i m e s , yo u
find inform a t i on like an ancestor’s hair color, w e i g h t , or eye color. This is the inform a t i on
that will begin putting the “flesh on the bon e s ” . Other elements that will help you flush out
your family story incl u d e :

4photos and other artifacts or heirl o oms yo u’ve gathere d ,
4s t o ries from your oral history interv i ews with older living re l a t i ve s
4b a ck g round histori cal inform a t i on found in tow n , c o u n ty or even US history book s

▼ MORE

MAIN IDEA no. 2
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There are many ways to approach writing your family’s history. We suggest you begin
with yourself, and then go chronologically backwards in time. However, many others
choose to start with the oldest ancestor they’ve found and work down to present day.

Some genealogists spend years researching their family stories and then creating family
histories that can be shared with others. Just think of how many ancestors there are on
your family tree, and you’ll begin to understand why people who begin looking for family
history have a hard time knowing when to quit! Although you may not have years of his-
tory to draw on, writing down what you’ve discovered so far is a wonderful way to share
your information. While sharing your information, other questions might also occur to
you - questions that might be answered through even more detective work.

AC T I V I T Y
Other ways you may choose to record either your own story or your family’s history
include:

4attending a family reunion
4creating a scrapbook of photos and other momentos
4recording family traditions into your journal
4i n t e rv i ewing family members on a subject which you all have in com m on : your enthusiasm

for basketb a ll , your interest in a particular tra d e, f a v o rite pets
4creating a time capsule of momentos
4using new technologies to put family photos on CD Rom
4collecting favorite family recipes and share them with relatives

Choose a project from the list above or conduct an oral history interview with a living
family member whose life you find interesting. (For more about oral history interviewing,
see the lesson for Episode 202). Use the interview as the basis for writing a summary of
the person’s life story. Share the story with relatives.

W H A T  H A V E  I  L E A R N E D

There are many ways to share the family history that you discover. You can start by shar-
ing your own history. Next, share the stories and documents you’ve uncovered in your
family history detective work.

While the search for family history can often be difficult, the rewards are difficult to
measure. Some people feel they appreciate the history of America more deeply when
they’ve seen it through the eyes of their ancestors. Others find inspiration and strength
when they learn of the hardships that their ancestors endured.

Whatever you find to be of value in your own search for family history, the rewards will
become even sweeter when you share them with others.

"

THE END OF LESSON T H I RT E E N

I N F O R M AT I O N
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